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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 The hustle and bustle of the holiday season and start of the new 
year are behind us now, but much is still going on at Benjamin Logan Mid-
dle School.  January was a full month of exciting events, like the Middle 
School getting a chance to highlight many of the new classes and class set 
ups at the January Board of Education Meeting.  At that meeting, we had a 
chance to show a video of students explaining what BLMS means to them.  
We also had student presentations on new classes like STEM, Introduction 

to Agriculture, and Graphic Designs. Students also presented on how the 8th grade Science class 
has moved to a more personalized learning style classroom.  The art class even had members of 
the Board of Education “breaking glass” as they presented on how they have been working to 
help create a mosaic art piece. Overall, our students and staff members did an outstanding job 
giving the Board of Education a peek into what we do daily at the middle school. 

 Another event that took place during the month of January was the Logan County 
Spelling Bee.  We had two students represent our school with pride as they went up against 
other students from the county schools.  On January 30th, our staff members had the oppor-
tunity to take part in a district wide In-Service Day.  During the In-Service, the middle school 
staff took part in a variety of trainings.  Many staff members participated in ITSCO training to 
learn about content specific ways to engage students using different forms of technology and 
online resources.  We also had several department meetings where staff members worked on a 
variety of topics to better target our student’s needs. We also had several staff members visit 
other sites and schools to gather additional instructional practices that can be used to continue to 
provide the best education for our students.   

 Coming up in February, the Benjamin Logan Middle School will be recognizing Febru-
ary 13th - 17th as Bullying Awareness Week.  We are hoping to bring awareness to the harmful 
effects of bullying in the school setting. Bullying may negatively impact a student's connection 
with school, their engagement with the curriculum, and their overall ability to learn. Bullying 
prevention is critical to building a school environment conducive to learning and where students 
feel safe at all times.   

 As part of the week’s events, we will be having the Logan County Prosecutor's office 
and the Logan County Sheriff's department speak to our students. For 5th and 6th grade the 
topic for the presentation will be bullying and social media and our 7th and 8th grade presenta-
tion will be focused on bullying, sexting, and social media.  It is our hope that these presenta-
tions help students understand the importance of making good decisions and being kind to each 
other. 

 In closing, it has been a very busy month of activities at Benjamin Logan Middle 
School.  The events mentioned above are just a few of the many activities and events that our 
students are able to participate in. I want to thank everyone for your 
continued support in everything that makes BLMS the great school 
that it is.  As always, if you have any questions or would like more 
information about what’s happening at the middle school, please do 
not hesitate to give us a call.  Have a great February!  

Rob Walter, Principal 
Rob Walter 
Benjamin Logan Middle School  

  February Important Dates: 

 

2: Study Tables 

6: OMUN 

    Yearbook Sale Starts 

    Hearing & Vision Screening 

7: After School Detention 

8: Hearing & Vision Screening 

9: Study Tables 

10: Hearing & Vision Screening 

13: OMUN 

      Art Club 

      CPR Class 4—5:30  

      HS Rm 504 at H.S. 

       Pupil Activity Class  

      5:30-7:30 HS Rm. 504  

14: After School Detention 

16: Study Tables 

17: Interim Reports to Students 

      Yearbook Sale Ends 

20: Presidents’ Day -No School 

       Board of Education Meeting 

       7:00 pm  

21: After School Detention 
      Local Science Fair in HS 

      commons 

      OMUN 

      Scoliosis Screening 

22: Winter Sports Banquet  

      7p.m. in MS Commons 

23: Study Tables 

27: OMUN 

       Art Club 

28: After School Detention  
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7th Grade Math Classes: Mr. Braddock & Mr. Butler 

All About the 7th Grade ... 

“ The groups 
researched the 

invention, and decided 
how they were going 
to present the history 

of the invention”  

Middle School Matters 

 

In Social Studies, we are pushing through history. We have finished covering the Romans and 
Greeks (and all those names that are hard to pronounce) and have lately been covering the 
impact of Christianity and Islam. Upcoming topics include favorites such as the Genghis Khan 
and Bubonic Plague, as well as important concepts that connect to American History, such as 
the African Slave Trade and eventually, Exploration.  
In our new AP format, my AP students have been working on research presentations over 
Muslim Inventions. Students were put into groups of three and then picked a Muslim Inven-
tion to research. The groups researched the invention, and decided how they were going to 
present the history of the invention, as well as its importance today. Topics included the 
Camera Obscura, Surgery, Flight, Algebra, and Chemistry.  
Lastly, please remind students to bring home materials nightly to review content covered in 
class for 5-10 minutes a night. This will increase understanding of difficult material. Please 
remember you can contact me by phone (937-599-2386 Ext. 3212), by email 
(wolfr@benjaminlogan.org), or in person if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you.  

Mr. Braddock: We 
have been working 
on interest in math 
class. We have been 
using real-life exam-
ples of loans (car, 

mortgage, credit cards) and finding how 
much the loans will cost depending upon 
loan length, interest rate, down pay-
ment, and principal. We have also been 
finding monthly payments and what ex-
actly goes into a credit score/rating.  
 

Mr. Wolf’s 7th Grade Social Studies Class 

Mr. Butler: Students in Mr. Butler’s 7th grade math class spent several 
days in December finding the optimum slope to make a successful roller 
coaster.  Students were asked to create a roller coaster out of foam insula-
tion tubing.  The students had to have at least one hill and one loop in their 
coaster that a car (marble) could successfully complete.  The students had 
to find the perfect slope for their track in order for the car (marble) to stay 
on the hill going down the track, as well as successfully complete the loop 
on the track.   

Each group’s Rise and Run numbers were different because each group 
had a different length of track to work with to make their coaster.  Stu-
dents watched a video in Google Classroom of Mr. Butler building a suc-
cessful coaster where he provided them numbers for his Rise and Run.  
Based off of those numbers and their track length, students used propor-
tional reasoning to help determine their 
optimum slope.   

After finding that perfect slope to make a 
successful coaster, students then timed 
their car (marble) from start to finish to 
determine the speed in feet per second.  
After several trials, the students took an average of their speed in feet per 
second and then had to convert the feet per seconds to miles per hour.  
This project was a lot of work for the students with a great deal of math, 

mailto:wolfr@benlogan.k12.oh.us
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All About the 7th Grade ! 

ELA: Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Furlong 

 “Next, we dove into 

the research, consulting 

resources such as 

Feeding America and 

No Kid Hungry. “ 

Did you know that approximately ONE in FIVE children don’t get 
the food they need in America? Before winter break, our 7th grade 
ELA students investigated this topic. We took a multimedia ap-
proach as we conducted our research. Our journey began with a 
simulation using snack-foods to open students’ eyes to the fact that 
one in five children face food-insecurity at some point in their 
lives. To further introduce the topic, we watched the eye-opening 

documentary, A Place at the Table, which followed families, teachers, and other commu-
nity members affected by food-insecurity. Next, we dove into the research, consulting 
resources such as Feeding America and No Kid Hungry. Students chose subtopics in 
which they were most interested including food waste, hunger in Logan County, food 
pantries, school lunch programs, and the link between food-insecurity and obesity. Stu-
dents then gathered and analyzed key facts within their subtopic and created in-
fographics that they presented to the class. This was the first time most of our students 
ever studied the genre of infographics, yet they jumped right in and thoroughly enjoyed 
the design process.  

All of this work aligned with the food drive that was conducted by the Builder’s Club at 
the time. Our students helped to bring awareness to their BLMS peers by producing 
short commercials, including some of the facts and issues they’d been researching. Mrs. 
Furlong and Mrs. Smith are incredibly proud of the passion and hard work our students 
put into this unit, and we look forward to hearing more about how our students grow 
up as informed citizens who are eager to help make a difference in our world. 

          Created by: Jordan Sexstone 

          Created by: Kerry Copenhaver 

          Created by: Mackenzie Buchenroth 
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All About the 8th Grade ...  

8th Grade Math-We will finish our unit this week on linear equations and are starting our unit on systems of line-
ar equations. Students will solve the system by using a graph or by solving for one variable and then substituting 
for the other in the equation. The ability to solve systems of linear equations is very useful in real life for events 
like  finding break-even points. Ask your student to make a business plan for a lemonade stand that includes set-
up costs, how much it will cost to make the lemonade, and how much he or she plans to charge for each glass. 
How much lemonade would he/she have to sell to make their invested money back?  

Algebra 1– This year, students have been learning function notation and are developing the concepts of domain and range. They have ex-
plored many examples of functions, including sequences.  They have also interpreted functions given graphically, numerically, symbolically, 
and verbally,  translated between representations, and they understand the limitations of various representations. This quarter, students will 
build on their understanding of integer exponents to consider exponential functions with integer domains. We are currently working on sys-
tems of equations and inequalities, where they find and interpret their solutions.  

 

 

Math: Mrs. Mitchell & Mrs. Mays 

Social Studies: Mr. Vermillion 

In social studies, the classes have covered 
the establishment of colonies through the 
Washington Administration during the first 
semester. We are currently learning about 
the expansion of the United States and will 

finish the month discussing the early stages of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. 

 
Since the beginning of the year students have also been discussing 
their Washington D.C. trip that occurs from May 31-June 3. The 8th 
graders have been learning many facts related to the locations that 
they will visit on the trip. Students have completed several projects 
related to historical documents that they will see in the National 
Archives. They have read the Declaration of Independence as well 
as the Bill of Rights. Students are getting very excited about their 
trip and will learn about the other monuments as we get to those 
dates in history. At some point this month each student will receive 
an invoice for the remaining balance of their trip. Parents attending 
this year need to have your deposit paid by February 8th. 

Science: Mrs. Smith 

We have just begun a new 
study of physical science 
and will be working on 
noncontact forces and 
potential energy over the 
next few weeks. The unit 

is designed as a target, and students are working 
with an end goal of earning darts for our end of unit 
dart tournament. Throughout this first portion of the 
unit, they will be learning about gravitational, elec-
trical, and magnetic forces as well as exploring 
electromagnets. Once we finish with noncontact 
forces, we will be moving into potential energy. 
Students will be doing virtual simulations as well as 
hands on labs to learn about gravitational, elastic, 
magnetic, and electrical potential energy. At the 
end of the potential energy unit, we will be build-
ing peanut butter rollers. For this project, we 
need as many peanut butter jars or similar con-
tainers as possible. Any plastic jar with a re-
sealable lid should work (for example, peanut 
butter, marshmallow fluff, or small mayonnaise 
jar).  Our student teacher, Courtney Leach will be 
very involved in our potential energy exploration. 
Miss Leach is a graduate of West Liberty Salem 
and a resident of Logan county. She is excited to be 
working with the students, staff, and community 
members of Benjamin Logan School District.  
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

“ Next we will 
embark on  our epic 

study of The 
Odyssey by Homer.  

Middle School Matters 

8th Grade ELA: Eighth grade ELA   students have been working with a    variety of informa-

tional and fictional texts, learning how to read critically and decode difficult text passages 

using the surrounding information, as well as how to cite multiple sources within an  essay. 

We will begin learning to write formal essays in  narrative and argumentative formats, which 

will continue to be explored in February, when we complete a unit incorporating Black His-

tory Month. Students will be reading passages by authors such as Maya Angelou and Martin 

Luther King junior, learning about the unique narrative style of creative non-fiction. Be on the 

lookout for job shadowing information to begin coming home, next month! 

English 9: Students are gaining many critical literary as well as valuable life lessons from our 

study of To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. After demonstrating proficiency in writing a 

literary analysis, English 9 students have been working on non-

fiction writing that ranges from objective summaries to argu-

mentative debates. Students have also been reading a wide vari-

ety of rigorous texts including many   seminal US documents 

and writing informative as well as narrative responses. Next we 

will embark on our epic study of The Odyssey by Homer. Vocab-

ulary building and independent reading will continue along with preparing for end of the year 

assessments, as we move forward and also begin researching for our end of the year Job Shad-

owing  experience. You will receive more Job Shadowing information in our next newsletter. 

ELA: Mrs. Scheiderer & Ms. Bair 


